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Minutes of DECC Meeting Held on 15 March 2007
Present:

Nalliah Suriykumaran



Sofia Kotanidis

George Kanjere 



Louis Krushorovski
John Zika 




Bone Despotovski
Milica Trpkovski




Petre Trpkovski
Koste Kolevski




Peco Sijakoski

John Nicolau




Roberto D’Andrea
Parag Mody




Jackie Mansourian
Apologies:

Gaetano Greco and Lionel Bopage.
Meeting Commenced at 6:30 pm

1. Chairperson’s welcome

The Chairperson Sofia Kotanidis welcomed everyone to the meeting, and introduced the guest speakers.
2.
Guest Speaker: Kevin Breen presented the Preston Precinct Master Plan, the broad plan for the future reworking of the Preston Shopping and Council Area.  The areas taken up at the moment by the council offices, court building and the old police station are going to be improved with renovated/new buildings, and new pathways.  Of most concern to DECC members was the multistorey car park - many were worried that it would be an eyesore, as well as attracting undesirable elements such as drugs and hooligans, to the area.   However the project is still at the planning stage and further changes can be made.   The Darebin City Council will be invited to re-present to DECC once the project has progressed. 
3. DECC planning session:   DECC held a planning session facilitated by Jackie Mansourian.   Through this discussion members came up with some priority issues that DECC could tackle. 
Some problems that concern DECC:

· Unnecessary division between ethnic communities.   Many ethnic communities are isolated from each other and do not interact on a regular basis, and therefore there is little understanding between ethnic communities.

· Problems with settlement, such as finding appropriate jobs, and beginning or continuing education.  Often this is much more pronounced with new and emerging communities.  

· That the services available specifically for the elderly ethnic communities are very limited.  With the population aging there will be a major shortfall in the quantity and quality of services for elderly ethnic people.  

· That DECC does not represent enough ethnic communities in Darebin.  For DECC to be truly representative of the wider community it needs members representing a more diverse range of communities.    

Actions suggested by members to deal with these issues
· More internal communication was required within DECC so as to maximise its use of the available human resources.  There are many members of DECC with various types of expertise, but this expertise remains unused, largely due to poor communication.  To promote communication, the member contact list will be updated and distributed to members.  
· DECC could more effectively “piggy-back” on other events that are already organised, in order to promote the values of DECC, attract members, as well as enriching the event that we participate in.  This will also remove the costs of organising entire events.     

DECC’s successes over the past year: 
Following the planning meeting of 2006, DECC followed through with a number of its original objectives. 
· Several new communities were invited to present on their communities and become member of DECC.   In addition to this current members also made presentations about their experiences coming to, and living in, Australia.  

· The Ethnic Elderly Forum was a great success, with double the amount of expected numbers attending.  The forum was of benefit both to the elderly and to service providers, and will hopefully result in improved services in the future.  This forum was organised with the MRC, and is an example of DECC working in partnership with other groups to organise a larger event but not requiring many additional resources.  
The meeting ran out of time and so this planning/reviewing section was cut short.  It will be continued at a subsequent meeting.  
Next Meeting: 19 April 2007
Meeting Finished at 7:30 pm. 
