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Minutes of DECC Meeting Held on 17 May 2007
Present:

Nalliah Suriykumaran



Sofia Kotanidis

George Kanjere 



Anjali Suriyakumaran
Louis Krushorovski 



Carmelina DiGuglielmo
Soha Kalek




Lube Koceski
Lionel Bopage




Koceska Maica
Katerine Staikos




Jordanka Popevska
Abraham Mamer



Boris Krstevski





Koste Kolevski 




Bone Despotovski
Meredith Kermode



Kosta Ristovski

John Nocolaou




Sandy Blair
Andy Myloma




Andrew Kalon
Apologies:

Gaetano Greco,  Peco Siakovski, Simon Petrovski, Petre Trpkovski, Milica Trpkovska, Roberto D’Andrea, John Zika, Natasha Brakhya, Julie Mikakos.
Meeting Commenced at 6:30 pm

1. Chairperson’s welcome

The Chairperson Sofia Kotanidis welcomed everyone to the meeting, and introduced the guest speakers. The new administration officer Anjali Suriyakumaran was introduced.
2. VEC review
3. DECC was informed of a Senior Citizens’ rally campaigning for fair pensions and concessions. This was held on the 31 May at 11am, outside the State Library.
4.   Anzac Day: Sophia Kotanidis and Carmelina DiGuglielmo represented DECC at the Ballarat Anzac Day
ceremony; they laid a wrealth.
.  

5. Guest speakers Sandy Blair, Katerine Staikos and Meredith Kermode from Darebin City Council spoke about a Heritage Project to document the thematic and environmental history of Darebin. Although this is already a project, this revised plan will protect new sites. The aim of this project is to record the memories and cultural significance of particular locations. Such locations include buildings, parks and other natural sites. To gather information they are asking people within the Darebin community to provide their stories and memories of valuable sites. 
- Carmelina suggested they look at the Connies swap cards for a source of information.
- If you wish to contribute to this project, DECC can send a place nomination form to fill in. For more information contact Meredith Kermode: 8470 8335 or mkermode@darebin.vic.gov.au
6. Guest speakers Jodi Barry and Liana Harding from REACH – a national youth organisation – spoke about REACH and the facilities they offer, and played an introductory DVD. Their aim is to encourage self-confidence within young people, in a safe and supportive environment, to help young people aspire to their goals.
- REACH offers 16 different programs to over 45,000 young people aged 13-18. They run workshops and weekends away.
- The leaders are specially trained.
For more information contact REACH: 9412 0900 or programs@reach.org.au
www.reach.org.au 

7. Other Business:

- Suriyan wants to hold a workshop about the two Sri Lankans that were taken into custody under anti-terror laws. This forum will be further planned at a later date.

- John said the transport to and from Darebin Council is unreliable for the elderly. Abraham will raise this with the Council.

- There will be changes to Centrelink’s income and assets test regarding pensions.

Next Meeting: 21 June 2007
Meeting Finished at 8:30 pm. 
