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Minutes of DECC Meeting Held on 21 June 2007
Present:

Nalliah Suriyakumaran
Andy Mylonas
John Nicolaou

Natasha Brakhya

Louis Krushorovski
Reece Cocks

Lionel Bopage

Kosta Risovski

Bone Despotovski

Peco Siakovski

Boris Krstevski 

Jordanka Popevska

Marija Kochoska

Milica Trpkoska

Petre Trpkovski
Lube Koceski

Lilan Abbew
Anjali Suriyakumaran

Andrew Kalon

Tenenet Taye
George Kanjere
Warren Crosbie
Shangale Ali
Roberto D’Andrea

Christopher Kyriacou
Soha Kalek

Apologies:

Sofia Kotanidis, Gaetano Greco, Carmelina DiGuglielmo, David Diaz, Simon Petrovski, Tim Torhurt, Koste Koleski.
Meeting Commenced at 6:30 pm

1. Chairperson’s welcome

Sophia was unwell so Suriyan stood in as chair. Suriyan welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the guest speakers.
2. Guest speaker Christopher Kyriacou, a financial advisor from Centrelink spoke about the upcoming changes to the income and assets test. Payments affected include age pension, disability support pension, carer payments, bereavement payment, wife pension and widow ‘B’ pension. These changes will come into place 20 September 2007. Christopher urged that those who think they may be affected by these changes to speak to a financial advisor. For more information contact Centrelink: 9920 0534 or christopher.kyriacou@centrelink.gov.au 
3.  
Guest speakers from community radio 3ZZZ Warren Crosbie and Lilian Abbew spoke about the 

diverse range of radio programs broadcasted on community radio such as 3ZZZ and 3CR. These programs are hosted in different languages for different communities. There are many training opportunities for people from refugee and asylum seeker backgrounds to host radio programs, and Warren and Lilian urge more people to get involved. These community radio stations are underfunded and so are run by volunteers. Shangale Ali, the Membership Organiser of the National Ethnic & Multicultural Broadcasting Council (NEMBC), represents and supports ethnic broadcasters in lobbying the government for funding. And DECC is committed in supporting this campaign. For more information email admin@3zzz.com.au or visit www.3zzz.com.au 
5. The forum exploring the role of the Australian diggers in migrant history will be discussed at the next DECC meeting when Sophia is present.

6. Other Business:
- A representative from DECC was invited to participate in the 2008 Australia Day awards committee. Jordanka was chosen.

- DECC urges ethnic groups to pursue the government about the new citizenship test for newly arrived migrants to Australia. As Robert suggested – DECC will write a letter to the Senate inquiry.

- DECC is concerned with the deteriorating relationship between the Darebin City Council and the Darebin Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Committee. The Darebin City Council held the opening of the Northcote town hall celebration on the same day that National Sorry Day was commemorated. DECC will write a letter to the Darebin Council expressing its disappointment with Darebin Council's failure to pursue a due process in consulting with the Aboriginal community’s peak body.


Next Meeting: 19 July 2007
Meeting Finished at 8:30 pm. 
