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Minutes of DECC Meeting Held on 19 July 2007
Present:

Sophia Kotanidis
Anjali Suriyakumaran
Abdi Ahmed Siad
Jack Intriadis
Lionel Bopage
Andy Mylonas
Lube Koceski
Louis Krushorovski
John Zika
Kosta Ristovski
Guetan Mitrevski
Boris Krstevski
Jordanka Popevska
Marica Koceska
Bone Despotovski
Andrew Kalon

Milica Trpkoska

Petre Trpkovski

Apologies:

Gaetano Greco, Nalliah Suriaykumaran, Carmelina Di Guglielmo, David Diaz, Roberto D’Andrea, Simon Petrovski, Parag Mody, Jackie Mansourian, Peco Siakovski, Koste Koleski.





Meeting Commenced at 6.30 pm

1. Chairperson’s welcome
The Chairperson Sophia Kotanidis welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. John Zika spoke about the submission made by DECC to the Senate inquiry regarding the new citizenship test. DECC has received a reply stating that the submission has been accepted. The letter can be accessed on the Senate website. It is number 38 of ‘submissions made to the Inquiry into the Australian Citizenship Amendment Bill 2007’. http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/legcon_ctte/citizenship_testing/submissions/sublist.htm
Jordanka suggested that DECC sends a copy of this letter to the Leader newspaper.

3. Lionel read aloud the submission made by DECC to the Darebin City Council regarding its relationship with DATSIC. The letter was unanimously accepted. 

4. Sophia discussed the details for a forum exploring the positive contributions Australian soldiers have had on migrant history. The forum will be held on the 10th of November from 2-5pm at Shire Hall. A Macquarie historian will speak as well as members from the East Timorese community. John, Lionel and Jack volunteered to be on the working committee.

5. Lionel spoke about an upcoming Human Rights forum being held by the Justice Project. This is proposed for early September. Lionel recommended that DECC co-sponsor and endorse this forum and wishes to push the issue of a National Bill of Rights. Currently Victoria has a Bill of Rights but there is no federally established Bill of Rights. This means that laws can be changed very easily. It is especially important that this issue is raised now because of the upcoming federal election. John suggested that candidates for the election be invited to the forum as well as community leaders who are encouraged to contribute. It was decided that Lionel will be the representative for DECC. For more information: http://www.thejusticeproject.com.au/cms/media/TJPHumanRightsForum60707.pdf 

6. Lionel will represent DECC at the November 21 Citizenship Ceremony.

7. Darebin City Council has launched a new community bus to improve access for transport-disadvantaged residents in the local area.  If community groups wish to use this service, complete an application form – contact Community Transport on 8470 8563. These forms will also be available soon to download from the Darebin website.
Actions Arising from the Meeting:

- DECC will send a copy of the submission made to the Senate inquiry regarding the new citizenship test, to the Leader newspaper.

- Lionel will write a letter to the organisers of the Justice Project communicating the ideas proposed at this meeting.


- Anjali will email application forms to use the new community bus service – DAREBINbus.

Next Meeting: 23 August 2007
Meeting Finished at 7.30 pm. 
