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Minutes of DECC Meeting Held on 28 August 2007
Present:

Nalliah Suriyakumaran - Australian Federation of Tamils
John Zika - VICSEG
Fikau Teponga - Kaiga Tuvalu Victoria
Peco Sijakoski - TANEC
Bone Despotovski - TANEC
Kosta Ristovski - Bigla Pensioners Group
V. Aleksoski - Pelister Group
Petre Trpkovski - Northcote Macedonian Senior Citizens Club
Milica Trpkovska - Northcote Macedonian Senior Citizens Club
Jack Intziadis – Centrelink Multicultural Services
Lionel Bopage - PHREE
Abraham Mamer – Darebin Council Multicultural Affairs
Anjali Suriyakumaran

Apologies:

Gaetano Greco, Sophia Kotanidis, Koste Kolevski, George Kanjere.
Meeting Commenced at 6.30 pm

1. Chairperson’s welcome
The Chairperson Suriyan welcomed everyone to the meeting. While Sophia Kotanidis is absent, Suriyan will be the Acting Chairperson.

2. Abraham Mamer the Multicultual Affairs Co-ordinator of Darebin Council spoke about the projects he is involved with at the moment.

- The Census: the data from the 2006 Census has been released and this information is accessible from the website http://www.abs.gov.au/census This information is available in different languages.
Various statistics about the Australian population is available including details about different ethnic groups, languages, new emerging communities, employment, income, and housing. Information specific to location can be selected- such as statistics in Darebin.

- The African Resettlement Conference: a report on the findings of a national conference on African resettlement was launched in July. This was very successful. Copies of this report are available if wanted. This issue is relevant to other ethnic groups. Abraham raised the issue of how DECC can help local government advocate and provide the settlement needs in the area of Darebin. The local council does not have the resources to do this. However DECC has the political weight to lobby both the state and federal government and insist that the local municipal is funded.

- Federation of Ethnic Communities’ Councils of Australia (FEECA) held a conference in late July, in Hobart, about multiculturalism. FEECA released a national magazine ‘Mosaic’ which contains information about multiculturalism and social justice around the country. If anyone wants a copy the providers can be contacted.

- A seminar ‘Beyond Multiculturalism to Australian-ness’ will be held on 11 September. The seminar will focus on the challenge of multiculturalism in building bridges across diverse cultural mindsets.

- Abraham raised the issue of training council employees to be culturally sensitive. The executive committee are dedicated to this objective. The Council has granted one year funding for this assignment and there will be 5 training sessions throughout the year. DECC is very welcome to be a part of this. The diversity of the Council must reflect the diversity of Darebin. Bi-lingual employees are sought after, especially in customer service. Jack Intziadis raised concerns about how proficient employees will be at communicating in different languages. Abraham asserted that there will be an adequate set of criteria which must be met.

- Local communities need to advocate settlement issues to the state and federal governments. There are a lot of people in this area who are not settled, who are not finding work, and who aren’t getting affordable houses. Abraham has spoken to other local community groups about how to address this crisis and he invites DECC to participate – there will be a meeting organised in October. John Zika recommended that the Council motivate the key players and organise action. Abraham wants to get feedback and suggestions from the community and then coordinate ideas. The premiere John Brumby stated that the state government is dedicated to dealing with unaffordable housing so the Council needs to coordinate with the State government on this.

3. Suriyan and John suggested that the next DECC EMT meeting be held at the Macedonian Club to give the local Macedonian community an opportunity to raise concerns including the lack of Macedonian-speaking employees in customer service at Darebin Council. Future EMT meetings can be held at different ethnic community clubs to give others this opportunity.

4. The local community has been invited to attend World Poetry workshops held at the Darebin Library. These free workshops aim to encourage and facilitate emergent writers. For more information http://worldpoetry.wordpress.com 

5. Arrangements for the forum exploring the positive contributions Australian soldiers have had on migrant history are progressing. Sophia met with the Darebin RSL club and it was decided that the RSL will jointly sponsor this forum with DECC.

6. Lionel spoke about a Human Rights forum to be held on 4 September.

7. Jack is available to come out to various community groups and discuss changes to the income and assets test, including details about pensions, and going overseas. Interpreters are available. Jack can be contacted on 99200512.
Actions Arising from the Meeting:

- Anjali will circulate ‘Beyond Multiculturalism to Australian-ness’ flyers

- Anjali will circulate the Human Rights forum flyer.
Next Meeting: 20 September 2007
Meeting Finished at 7.30 pm. 
