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Minutes of DECC Meeting Held on 19 April 2007
Present:

Nalliah Suriykumaran



Sofia Kotanidis

George Kanjere 



Louis Krushorovski
John Zika 




Bone Despotovski
Milica Trpkovska



Petre Trpkovsk
Fikau Teponga




Peco Sijakoski

John Nicolau




Roberto D’Andrea

Jackie Mansourian



Jordanka Popevska





Boris Krstevski 




Marlene Kairouz

Cvetan Mitreski




Kosta Ristovski

Roberto D’Andrea



Carmelina Di Guglielmo
Reece Cocks
Apologies:

Gaetano Greco,  Koste Kolevski, Simone Battistone, Andy Mylonas, Natasha Brakhya, Jackie Mansourian and Lionel Bopage.  
Meeting Commenced at 6:30 pm

1. Chairperson’s welcome

The Chairperson Sofia Kotanidis welcomed everyone to the meeting, and introduced the guest speakers.
2. Multicultural Affairs Unit Report:  David Diaz, multicultural relations officer at the City of Darebin, gave a brief report on the unit’s activities.  He reported on:
(i) the Victorian Multicultural Commission’s “Refugee Brokerage Concept”.  The VMC intends to allocate money to regions around Victoria, and in those regions community groups and service providers are to agree and initiate a project tackling issues relating to refugees.

(ii) an April conference to be held at the University of Melbourne regarding African migrant settlement and issues surrounding it.  

(iii) the progress of the Darebin Wine Festival, which is to be held later this year.  He requested a formal letter of support from DECC to help document the festival’s already wide base of support.  

3. Guest speakers Liz and Nick from the Greek and Pontian Community spoke about a youth play being organised called “Seed”.   
4. Discussion on Electoral Reform:
DECC held a discussion on the Victorian Electoral Commission’s Electoral Reforms, which are in the process of being discussed.  Individuals and groups were invited by the VEC to make submissions on the proposed reforms.  Mayor Marlene Kairouz explained the two different proposals that had made it to the second round of the process.  In one proposal the City of Darebin would be divided into three wards, each with three councillors, while in the other Darebin would be divided into nine wards, each with one councillor.  The pros and cons of both plans were put forward, and the majority consensus was that the nine ward system (which is the current system) was better, some of the reasons being that it was a more representative of minorities than the three ward system would be.  
The opinion of each member present was recorded and used in a DECC submission to the VEC, in which DECC has advised that it prefers the nine ward system.  This issue will be followed up as the consultation process continues.  
5. Other Business:

(i) Sofia suggested that DECC lay a wreath at the Ballarat Anzac Day ceremony.  She explained that Australian soldiers have been positively involved in many migrants’ histories across the world.  A wreath laid on AZAC Day would symbolise DECC’s appreciation of this role.  She also proposed a forum on this topic.  
(ii) The Mayor reported on the Council’s activities over the past few months:

a) Regarding the VEC review, the council is trying to maintain the status quo, which is nine wards with one councillor each.

b) The council is holding an open space review, which looks at parks, gardens and open spaces, and tries to determine how they can be best utilized.  

c) The Darebin Heritage Study is currently under way.  It is taking a historical record of Darebin.  More information will be available on this study as it proceeds.  
d) The Northcote Structure Plan, a plan to increase the population density of Northcote, is in its consultative stages.  Proposals for an increase in the numbers of apartments have been met with opposition.  The council is still accepting community feedback.   

e) The opening of the Northcote Town Hall is scheduled for the 26th of May, 1-5pm.  

f) The Mayor is going to hold a fundraiser for the Austin Hospital Oncology ward. The date is to be announced.  

g) The planning of the Intercultural Center ongoing, and more will be reported about this as it develops 
(iii) DECC received a letter of thanks from the Victorian Arabic Social Services.  The Connies Cards have been used in their Self Esteem and Leadership programs, and they have found them to be a great learning tool.   
(iv) The Connies together with NMIT are planning a Walking Tour of Darebin, using the Connies Cards as a base. They have applied for a grant of $3000 from the VMC.

Actions Arising from the Meeting:

-
DECC agreed to invite a member of the organising committee at the African Migrant Settlement Conference.  

-
DECC agreed to write a letter of support for the Darebin Wine Festival. 

- 
George Kanjere is to type up the individual responses of members regarding the VEC reforms, for use in   DECC’s submission.

-
DECC agreed to fund a wreath for Sofia to lay on ANZAZ Day.  

- 
DECC agreed to discuss Roberto and Carmelina’s proposal of a walking tour of Darebin in a future meeting.  

Next Meeting: 17 May 2007
Meeting Finished at 7:30 pm. 
