DA P:]é B I N Darebin Ethnic

Communities Council

A bi-monthly newsletter providing up-to-date news on Darebin City Council’s progress in relation to
the Memorandum of Understanding with Darebin Ethnic Communities Council

DOES THE RRT ACT PROTECT OR STIFLE OUR FREEDOMS? Issue 4
December 2005

n the 22" of November the City of Darebin
hosted a public forum on the Racial and Inside this issue:
Religious Tolerance Act. Speakers included, Dr
= Helen Szoke; CEO of the Equal Opportunity Does the RRT Act 1
Commission, Malcolm Thomas; President of the Protect or Stifle our
Islamic Council of Victoria, Peter Stokes; Freedoms
Executive Officer; Saltshakers, Brian Walters;
| President Liberty Victoria and Cr Rob Wilson;
from the City of Casey. The forum attracted more
than 70 participants who heard five different perspectives on the Act and the
case for and against it. The RRT Act is well intentioned and is meant to provide IETAR Dinner 2
protection for vulnerable groups in society who find themselves victims of racial
and religious vilification. The forum highlighted the need for more education and Sudanese Community 2
information on the Act and how it is implemented and used. Dr Helen Szoke Profile
reiterated the fact that the Act only applies to extreme cases of vilification and
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serious incitement to hatred and violence. While Dr é{%ﬁ?ﬂi\sﬁigﬁgj by
Walters pointed out that in practice, the Act is RAWA's Visit

divisive and stifles debate as people become worried
about expressing negative views related to religion.
What makes a view offensive and vilifying? The
forum marked the start of a dialogue on this subject
which requires further opportunities for exploration in
the future.

Top: Dalal Smiley, Maria
Dimopoulos, Michael
Ulbrick, Brian Walters.

Right: Dr Helen Szoke
and other panel speakers.

Below: Religious Leaders

INTERFAITH SUMMIT Il at Summit I

The 2" Interfaith Summit was held at the Darebin City Council on the 28"
of September 2005. It was attended by a number of religious leaders with
3 & N\ B, the support of the Darebin Council and facilitated by Cr Mendo Kundevski.
2.8% The summit coincided with the beginning of the month of Ramadan for the
‘3;_"" i Muslim community and during the first part of the meeting, Sheikh Fehmi Naji
< El-Imam delivered a presentation on fasting during Ramadan and the special
! meaning it has for the Muslim community. This was followed by a series of
. w4 presentations from representative from each religious group on the practice
and meaning of fasting for their communities. During the second part of the meeting participants were
asked to form small groups to have a general discussion regarding dietary requirements of different
religious groups and implications for hospitality as well as a discussion about the Terms of Reference for
the Darebin Interfaith Council. Cr Mendo Kundevski was appointed as interim Chair until such time when
the Interfaith Council decides on alternative governance structure. For more information call Dalal Smiley
on 8470 8411.
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EID EL FITR FESTIVAL 5 — 6 NOVEMBER 2005

L\ he Eid el Fitr Festival was held on the 5™ and 6" of November at Zwar Reserve in
: Preston. This festival which marks the end of Ramadan was very successful and
well organised. More than 10,000 Muslim and non Muslim families had the opportunity
to share a day full of activities which included rides, multicultural food, information and
service stalls, displays by the Metropolitan Fire Brigade, SES, fireworks, an animal
farm and the Ramadan All Nations Soccer Cup which was won this year by The Vicpol
Soccer team. The festival was officially opened by Sheikh Fehmi, and Mr Martin
Ferguson local federal MP. The speakers emphasized the importance of this event as
~a community’s expression of commitment to work together as Australians to foster

Festival Scene harmony and understanding. The festival was supported by the City of Darebin and the
Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE.
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arebin City Council held its first Iftar multi-faith dinner on 11 October at
Preston Shire Hall. It was a most successful event which attracted 110

A people of many faiths. Cr Mendo Kundevski, who attended the dinner, said: “I

Ywas delighted that the Darebin CEO, the Mayor, the Indonesian Consul-General
and Muslim and non-Muslim religious leaders could :
~ join me at the Iftar dinner. In Arabic, ‘Iftar’ means
} ‘breaking of the fast’.” The dinner brought Muslims of

' '- : different ethnic backgrounds and from various

denomlnatlons together in a friendly, constructive and enjoyable atmosphere. g&
The Iftar dlnner made a Wonderful contrlbutlon towards addressing the current § \

community and it would help to rebuild a spirit of solidarity with and support for
Darebin’s Muslim community.

SUDANESE COMMUNITY PROFILE

n the 9™ of November 2005, the Darebin City Council with the assistance of the Northern Migrant
Resource Centre organised a presentation on the Sudanese community. It was attended by over 70
people including Council staff , and local service providers. The presentation touched on key aspects of the
Sudanese community: history, customs, communication and settlement issues. The participants had the
opportunity to enjoy some Sudanese traditional dishes for lunch. The presentation scored 8.8 out of 10
and 9.2 for the catering. These are some of the comments gathered from participants:
“It was a well prepared presentation — Thanks!”
“The presentation was excellent. | did not previously have much knowledge of Sudan. This helped me gain
a much better understanding of the Sudanese people.”
“I hope this presentation will occur next year as well. | will continue to attend any Community Profiles —
Thank you!”

AFGHANI WOMEN'’S PLIGHT HIGHLIGHTED BY RAWA'S VISIT

mina Shams, addressed a gathering of over 70 people at the Darebin City

Council's on the 6™ of October 2005. The topic centred around the political
climate in Afghanistan and the continuing oppression of Afghani women under the
current regime. Amina, who is a member of RAWA (Revolutionary Afghani
{ Women Association) explained how she could not use her real name while
N campaigning due to fear from persecution by the Afghani authorities. The
2~ “audience asked many questions regarding the changes to Afghanistan since the

fall of the Taliban. Amina explained that very little has changed and the country is

run by war lords who continue oppressive practices. RAWA is very active in

raising international community awareness as well as raising funds to build
schools and orphanages in Afghanistan. The session was rated 8/10 by the attendees, one of whom wrote
on the evaluation form: “| stand in awe of such a courageous woman”.

Audience at Session




"On the Record" is a newsletter which is a joint initiative of the Darebin City Council
and the Darebin Ethnic Communities Council. It is published on the internet and
contains news and articles related to multicultural activities, projects and services
provided by the Council. If you would like to find out about the content of the
newsletter in your language, please call the Council"s Multilingual Telephone Line on
8470 8470 and ask to be connected to David Diaz or Dalal Smiley.
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Bosnian

“On the record” je naziv biltena koji predstavlja zajednicku inicijativu Gradske op¢ine
Darebin i Vijeca etni¢kih zajednica u Darebinu. Izdaje se na Internetu i sadrzi vijesti i
Clanke vezane za multikulturalne aktivnosti, projekte i usluge koje pruza Opcina. Ako
Zelite da saznate o sadrZaju ovog biltena na na vaSem jeziku, molimo nazovite
opcinsku viSejezi¢nu telefonsku sluzbu na telefon 8470 8470 i trazite da vas spoje sa
Davidom Diazom ili Dalal Smiley.

Chinese
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Croatian

“On the record” je novinska broSura pripremljena zajednickom inicijativnom
Opc¢ine Darebin i Vijec¢a etni¢kih zajednica Darebin. Objavljuje se na internetu
i sadrzi vijesti i Clanke vezane za multikulturalne aktivnosti, projekte i usluge
koje pruza Opcina. Ako Zelite viSe saznati o sadrZaju ovog novinskog biltena
na svom jeziku, molimo nazovite opcinsku viSejezi¢nu telefonsku liniju na
8470 8470 i zamolite da vam se javi David Diaz ili Dalal Smiley.

Greek

“On the record” (210 apxeio) €ival éva evnuePWTIKG BEATIO TTOU Eival HIa KOIVA
TpwToBoUAia Tou AnuoTikou 2ZupBouAiou Tou Darebin kai Tou EBvikou
2UMBouAiou Koivottwy Tou Darebin. AnuoacieUetal oTo d1adiKTUO Kal TTEPIEXEI
€I0N0EIG KOl ApBpa TToU OXETICOVTAl PE TTOAUTTOMITIOMIKEG dPACTNPIOTNTEG,
TIPOYPAUMOTA KOl UTTNPECIEG TTOU TTapEXOovTal aTTd To ZUPBoUAIo. Edv B€AeTe
VA PABETE TTEPICCOTEPA OXETIKA PE TO TTEPIEXOPEVO TOU EVNUEPWTIKOU OEATIOU
otn YAwooa oag, TapakaAoUpe KaAéote Tnv ToAUyAwoon TnAe@wvikn
"papun Tou AnpoTikou 2upBouliou oto 8470 8470 kail {nTAOTE va OUVOEDEITE
pe 1o David Diaz rj Dalal Smiley



Italian

“ On the record” € un nuovo bollettino nato dalla collaborazione tra il Comune
di Darebin ed il Consiglio delle comunita etniche di Darebin (Darebin Ethnic
Communities Council). Viene pubblicato su internet e contiene notizie ed
articoli relativi alle attivita, i progetti ed i servizi multiculturali forniti dal
Comune. Chi fosse interessato a conoscere il contenuto del bollettino nella
propria lingua puo rivolgersi alla Linea telefonica multilingue del Comune al
numero 8470 8470 e chiedere di essere messo in comunicazione con David
Diaz o Dalai Smiley.

Macedonian

“On the record” e cnncaHue nsgageHo o ctpaHa Ha Darebin City Council n
Darebin Ethnic Communities Council. Ce o6jaByBa Ha MHTEPHET U COOPXMN
HOBOCTW N apTUKIX BO BPCKa CO MYNTUKYNTYPHUTE aKTUBHOCTU, MPOEKTUN 1
ycnyru kou ce obesbenysaat of cTpaHa Ha OnwTuHaTa. AKo cakaTe ga
AO3HaeTe noBeKke 3a coapXXuHaTa Ha CNMcaHNeTo Ha Ball ja3uk, jaBeTe ce Ha
noBekejasnyHaTa TenedoHcka nuHnja Ha OnwTtruHata Ha 8470 8470 n
nobapajte na se nosp3aaTt co David Diaz nnn Dalal Smiley.

Portuguese

“On the record” € um boletim informativo produzido em conjunto pelo
Conselho da Cidade de Darebin e pelo Conselho das Comunidades Etnicas
de Darebin. Ele é publicado na Internet e contém noticias e artigos
relacionados a atividades multiculturais, projetos e servigos fornecidos pelo
Conselho. Se vocé deseja conhecer o conteudo do informativo em seu
idioma , por favor telefone para a Council's Multilingual Telephone Line (Linha
de Atendimento Multilinglie) no numero 8470 8470 e pega para entrar em
contato com David Diaz ou Dalal Smiley.

Serbian

“On the record” je 6unTeH Koju je 3ajegHNYKa MHUUMjaTMBa onwTuHe Darebin
City n Beha eTtHnukux 3ajegHuua y Darebin-y. O6jaBrbyje ce Ha IHTepHeTY U
CaZpXXu BECTU U YNaHKe Koju ce TUYy MyNTUKYNTYPHUX akTUBHOCTU, NpojekaTa
1 ycnyra Koje npyxa onwTtmHa. AKO Xenute Aa casHaTte LWTa cagpxun bunteH
Ha BalLeM je3rKy, MOfIMMO Bac Ha30BUTE OMLUTUHCKY BULLIEjE3NYKY
TenedoHcky nuHnjy Ha 8470 8470 n 3amonuTe Aa Bac nosexy ca [asngom
Awnjasom (David Diaz) nnv Jananom Cmajnujem (Dalal Smiley).

Somali

“On the record” waa warside ay soo wada saaraan Golaha Degmada Darebin
iyo Golaha Jaalliyadaha Qawmiyadaha Darebin. Waxaa lagu daabacaa
Internet-ka waxaana ku goran akhbaar iyo maqaallo la xiriira xarakaadyada
dadka dhagamada kala duwan, mashruucyada iyo adeegyada goluhu bixiyo.
Haddii aad jeclaan lahayd in afkaaga laguugu sheego waxa warsedaha ku
goran, fadlan wac Khadka Telefoonka Lugadaha Kala-duwan ee Golaha
telefoonka: 8470 8470 weydiina in lagugu xiro David Diaz ama Dalal Smiley.



Spanish

“On the record” es un boletin que ha sido desarrollado como parte de una
iniciativa conjunta entre el Concejo Municipal de Darebin y el Consejo de
Comunidades Etnicas de Darebin. El boletin se publica en el Internet y
contiene noticias y articulos acerca de actividades multiculturales, proyectos y
servicios prestados por el Consejo Municipal. Si usted desea enterarse del
contenido del boletin en su idioma sirvase ponerse en contacto con la Linea
Telefénica Multilingie del Consejo Municipal llamando al 8470 8470 y pida
que le comuniquen con David Diaz o Dalal Smiley.

Vietnamese

“On the record” 14 ban tin do chwong trinh cdng tac ctia Héi ddng Thanh phd
Darebin va Hoi déng cac Cong dong Sac toc Darebin phat hanh va dwoc phd
bién trén internet. Noi dung ban tin gdm c¢é tin tirc va cac bai viét lién quan
dén cac hoat déng, dé an va dich vu da van héa do Hoi ddng Thanh phd cung
cép. Néu mudn biét thém vé ndi dung ban tin bang tiéng Viét, xin dién thoai
cho Budng day Dién thoai Pa ngdn ngir ctia Hoi ddng Thanh phd qua sbé
8470 8470 va yéu ciu dwoc ndi chuyén véi 6ng David Diaz hodc ba Dalal
Smiley.



